ASK $7,500,000 HERE 
FOR EUROPE'S NEEDY 


Great Drive, with $35,000,000 
Objective, Is the Theme of 
Many Pulpits. 


4,500 AT ‘HUNGER DINNER’ 


0 


Secretary Colby Gives Govérnment 
Approval. of Jewish Relief . 
Appeal. 


The appeal for $7,500,000 to relieve ap- 
palling conditions of disease and distress 
among 6,000,000 people in Central and 
Eastern Europe was put before New 
-Xorkers yesterday. In virtually all the 
churches there were sermons emphasiz- 
ing the non-sectarian character of this 
call to humanity and at a ‘‘ hunger 
dinner ” at the Biltmore last night Sec- 
retary of State Bainbridge Colby ex- 
pressed the Governmeht’s official sanc- 
tion of the campaign and its official 
knowledge of the calaniitous character 


of the troubles that have overtaken 
whole peoples. 

The Greater New York Fund for 
Jewish War Sufferers Will try to raise 
the full umount in tne present week, 
and, having ualrexdy subscribed more 
then $40,U0u,00U for relief, it is turning 
for the first time to the general public 
tor funds. The whole nation is being 
asked to subscribe $35,00U0,U00, a sum 
which must be raised quickly, accord- 
ing to those with first-hand knowledge 
-of conditions in Foland, last Galicia, 
the Ukraine, and other places, if hun- 
dreds of thousands are not to die of 
starvation or to full a prey to the rav- 
ages ot typhus tever, aiready stalking 
through the iana. . 

Today the ťntire east side is to be 
draped in mourning, in token of sym- 

athy with the suftering peoples, while 

CO canvassers there set’ about the 
task of raising $1,000,000, the quota 

ledged by districts inhabited largely 

y the foreign born. Political leaders 
and district captains are to lay aside 
all party lines in pressing the campaign 
for this million, and even the Chinese, 
for the first time, are to participate. 


Children Will Parade. 


Another feature will be a parade of 
thousands of children from Jewish re- 
ligious institutions and the public 
schools, while tonight rabbis in sack- 
cloth and ashes will plead the -cause 
of the unfortunate in every synagogue. 
This phase of the solicitation will be 
accompanied by a house-to-house ean- 
vass and at the seme time the fund 
will be swelled by the contributions of 
hundreds of merchants, large ana small, 
who have pledged 5 per cent. of their 
day’s receipts. - 

More than 1,500 campaign workers 
gathered last night in the Hotel Cas- 
cades to get final instructions, little 


knowing the character of the hunger’ 


dinner which awaited them. Without 
formality they took seats of their own 
choosing at long, plain wocden tables 
covered with oilcloth. Then waiters 
served to each of them a tin cup filled 
with thin barley soup and a chunk ot 
discolored bread on a paper plate. There 
was not even a napkin or a glass of 
water on the tables, that the lesson 
might be brought home that even such 
rations would have been luxury to many 
thousands in whose behalf the’ diners 
were come together. 

For once the serving of the dinner and 
the speaking were Simultaneous, for the 
fare vent virtually untouched and: the 
speeches were in order as soon as the 
guests sat down. Colonel ti. AA. fruing- 
burg, Chairman of the Finance and Ad- 
ministration Committee, presided at a 
little table at one end of tne room and 
called Judge Otto A, Rosalsky, Chair- 
man of the campaign, to sit beside him. 
After the guests had examined the 
“ mess kits” stuffed with campaign 
literature, Colonel Guinzburg explained 
that every worker and every executive 
was a volunteer and that every dollar 
raised would be used directly and ef- 
fectively in relief work. 

" Remember,” he added, ** that these 
thousands upon thousands of sick and 
starving people are calling upon you for 
help. New York never has failed in 
such a crisis and when this campaign 
is over, Europe and the world and Amer- 
ica will know that they have no reason 


be ashamed of what New York has 
one.”’ 
Secretary Colby, Warmly welcomed, 


began by telling of his strong sympathy 
with the effort just launched, and con- 
tinued: 

‘‘It is a right and proper thing, I take 
it, that an officer of your Government 
should come to you on such an occasion 
as this. It is the function of govern- 
ment, not only to see to the execution 
of laws, but I think it is equally the 
function of government under represen- 
tative institutions that it should seek to 
interpret the nation’s desires and to 
effectuate the national purposes.’’ 


Colby Tells of Appalling Conditions. 


Mr. Colby said there was “a certain 
propriety, a certain Significance in the 
fact that I came to you from the State 
Department.’’ explaining how that de- 
partment each day got first-hand in- 


formation from all parts of the world, 
and adding: 

“ It is proper for me, in my official 
capacity, to certify to this greut gather- 
ing of men and women of my own city 
that the appalling conditions which have 
been related to you and of which you 
have formed very varying realizations 
are true beyond the power of words to 
convey adequately. 

‘*My friends, the world is really not 
at the brink of a great disaster, but 
of utter disaster, and.if there is any- 
thing of high resolve, of fine courage 
and of unselfish purpose in humanity, 
the appeal so powerfully made by the 
mute suffering and silence of these con- 
ditions, so inadequately emphasized by 
any word we can utter, is worthy of a 
response that is only measured by your 
virtue, by your vitality and by your 
strength.” oa 

The Secretary went into some de- 
scription of conditions in the devastated 
districts, begged that human sympathy 
should rise equal to the demand upon 
it, and then said: 

** And let me say just a word about 
the general attitude of our country in 
this time of great perplexity, of doubt 
end of uncertainty that hovers and 
broods over all nations. Let us not be 
oe upon our geographical posi- 

on. 

“Let us not be profiteers upon our 
comfort and security and God-given and 
personally quite undeserved commercial 
and trade advantages. Possession im- 
plies stewardship. Power implies re- 
sponsibility, and there rests upon this 
great and powerful Republic, blessed 
above all lands, fortunate beyond the 
dream of the man who founded this 
country, a reciprocal duty to the. world. 

“I am told, and you all will learn 
from the reported debates in the Senate, 
that one of the cardinal principles of 
American policy is isolation. I deny it. 
It is not the fact historically, and if it 
ls the fact, it ought to cease from this 


moment to be the fact.” 
Appeals to Sense of Duty. 


“I am told that this God-given year 
of wasted opportunity has been devoted 
to the Americanization of the great 
treaty of peace which provided a 


method by which America could take its 
place at the council table with the na- 
tions and perform its equal and proper 


part in the great work of world re- 
covery, I deny that the specious plea 
of Americanization:is an absolution for 
our national or persunal duty. You are 
not Americanizing an American obliga- 
tion when you are coupling it with 
reservations or expressing it in terms of 
repudiation. > . 

* America is acting falsely to that 
simple and rugged honesty which is 
part of the American character when 
it hesitates and draws back upon the 
performance cf a duty or the grasping 
an embracemert of an opportunity. 
Let us give of our political power, of 
our political experience, of our commer- 
cial strengtn,. of our pecuniary power, 
to the succor and relief of this sorely 
afflicted world. l l 

"at ig net only our duty as human 
beings, but it is the only . enlightened 
policy. Shall a man who is riding oh 
the proménade deck of a great steamer 
profess himself to be wholly uncon- 
cerned with the fact that there is a 
gaping hole in the hull of the ship?” 
Louis Marshall said that those who had 
labored long for the relief of Jewish war 
sufferers had expected that suffering 
to cease very soon after the war was 
over, but unfortunately peace was not 
yet declared and the conflict still was 
raging. 


Tells of Plague’s Ravages. 


“ Suffering,” said Mr. Marshall, “ has 
not decreased, but increased beyond 


what it was in the active days of the 
war. Despite all we have told you in 
the past, there are even lower depths, 
people are falling victims to typhus in 
East Galicia, in Poland and the Ukraine, 
and unless we send food, clothing, the 
proper apparatus and the means to oper- 
ate that apparatus, not thousands, not 
hundreds of thousands, but such vast 
numbers of our people will die as will 
stagger tife imagination.”’ 

ior. Edwin Goldwasser begscd the 
workers for team work, urging them to 
function like Kipling's “ Ship that Found 
Herself ” with the uniform hum of one 
vast machine, with all parts driving 
together to a uniferm end. 

Judge Roseisky expressed the commit- 
tee’s thanks to the workers and to the 
non-Jews who are co-operating in the 
campaign. PS ; 

Felix M. Warburg told how first-hand 
reports from unguestioned sources con- 
firmed the worst that could be imagined 
of some of the stricken districts. He 
explained how the fiendishness of un- 
derpaid soldiers under arms for five 
years had caused much of the misery, 
and defended the Jews in some places 
from the charge of Bolshevism, assert- 
ing they were of a class who never 
would have indorsed propaganda of tl.::: 
nature. ; 

Judge Abram TI. Elkus told of the 
horrors of the sights he had seen abroad 
with women and children dying and 
their piled-up bodies filling the streets. 
He said he wished that he might take 
all workers to the stricken lands that 
they might see directly the awful need 
that must be met. 
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